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UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 LAGOS 03505 260614Z 
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ACTION AF- 18 

INFO OCT-01 EUR-25 NEA-10 IO-14 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO 

PM-07 H-03 INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-07 PA-04 RSC-01 

PRS-01 SP-03 SS-20 USIA-15 SAM-01 DRC-01 /144W 

070621 

R251438Z APR 74 
FM AMEMBASSY LAGOS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3709 
INFO AMEMBASSY ABIDJAN 
AMEMBASSY ACCRA 
USINT ALGIERS 
AMEMBASSY BAMAKO 
AMEMBASSY COTONOU 
AMEMBASSY DAKAR 
AMEMBASSY LOME 
AMEMBASSY NIAMEY 
AMEMBASSY NDJAMENA 
AMEMBASSY NOUAKCHOTT 
AMEMBASSY OUAGADOUGOU 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY TRIPOLI 
USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 

UNCLAS LAGOS 03505 

E.O. 11652 : N/A 
TAGS : PFOR, NG, NI 

SUBJ : INTERVIEW WITH COL. KOUNTCHE 

1. IN INTERVIEW WITH NIGERIAN JOURNALISTS REPORTED IN 
APRIL 24 DAILY TIMES, COL. KOUNTCHE REITERATED SEVERAL 
POINTS CONTAINED IN EARLIER PUBLIC STATEMENTS BUT 
ADDED FOLLOWING OBSERVATIONS NOT PREVIOUSLY REPORTED 
HERE: 


A. NEW GON HAS SET NO TIME LIMIT FOR RESTORATION OF 
CIVILIAN RULE BUT WILL TAKE CARE TO AVOID BEING ACCUSED 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 LAGOS 03505 2606 14Z 

OF STAYING TOO LONG IN POWER. NEW REGIME NEEDED TIME TO 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


CORRECT "ANOMALIES" OF ITS PREDECESSOR AND RAISE LIVING 
STANDARDS OF PEOPLE. 

B. KOUNTCHE SAID GOVERNMENT WILL EXAMINE DESIRABILITY OF 
MODIFYING DEFENSE AND OTHER AGREEMENTS WITH FRANCE ONCE IT 
HAS "SETTLED DOWN". 

C. DISCUSSING COMMISSION OF INQUIRY INTO ASSETS OF MEMBERS 

OF FORMER GON, KOUNTCHE SAID INVESTIGATION WOULD NOT EXTEND 
TO MINOR MEMBERS OF THEIR FAMILIES NOR WOULD IT LEAD TO 
TOTAL CONFISCATION OF PROPERTY. 

2. POUCHING FULL TEXT TO AFAV AND NIAMEY. 

REINHARDT 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 
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